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Land acknowledgement: Let’s pause to think about the longstanding 
history that has brought us to reside on the land of Wampanoag, and 
to seek to understand our place within that history. Colonialism is a 
current ongoing process, and we need to build our mindfulness of our 
present participation. Adapted by B.H. from a Northwestern University article



What does LGBTQ+ mean?



What does it mean
to be LGBTQ+?



The school environment
Factors at school affecting LGBTQ+ youth:

- Bullying, harassment, verbal abuse by classmates
- Sexual assault 
- Lack of acceptance, punishments by teachers
- Lack of funding

Consequences for LGBTQ+ youth:

- Suicidal thoughts and attempts
- Physical and emotional harm
- Homelessness, sex work
- School-to-prison pipeline



Mental Health



Abuse and Homelessness



Short stories from my high 
school days

Boryana at her high school             (2010)



● “My girlfriend’s mother found out she was dating a girl and sent me a 
message on social media saying: If you don’t leave my daughter alone, I 
will call the police and ask for you to be arrested.”

● “School children at the cafeteria came to me one day and told me I 
looked like a boy and asked me whether I was intersex. Then they called 
me a freak of nature.”

● “My parents told me to not come home until I have changed my mind 
about who I am dating.”

● “I was sent to a psychologist  to work on my personality issues and my 
unhealthy obsession with people I look up to.”

● “My girlfriend’s parents called my mother and told her she had raised a 
crazy freak and that it was all her fault that I was queer because she was 
divorced.”

● “When one of the teachers found out I was dating another student of the 
same gender, they decided to tell my parents so they can take care of 
this disgusting behavior.”



Funding



Systemic LGBTQ+ Issues
● Overpolicing

● Poverty , food insecurity, 

lack of health insurance

● Gun violence

● Lack of discrimination protection

 at schools and universities

● HIV, sex work, syringe use laws

● The current government

The burden of these issues disproportionately falls on the most vulnerable 
communities such as black and brown people and indigenous peoples.

The school-to-prison pipeline:



Tips for allies and educators
Dear educators, please:
● Ask students what their preferred pronouns are
● Be a visible ally (e.g. hang a rainbow flag on your office door)
● Make yourself open and available to  LGBTQ+ students
● Avoid making assumptions about people’s gender and sexual identity 

(e.g. dividing students into boys and girls)

Dear allies, please:
● Actively support anti-gun lawmakers in your districts
● Actively support affordable healthcare and raising minimum wages
● Advocate for trans rights and in particular for people of color
● Advocate on both state- as well as university-level for protection 

against discrimination on the basis of  sexuality and gender identity
● Support initiatives aimed at transfiguring the prison system



Sources of inspiration:
1. National Center for Transgender Equality
2. GLSEN
3. Trevor Project
4. Philanthropy OUTlook
5. My incredible partner, for giving me a number of great ideas
6. Kelly, for sharing a bunch of awesome resources with me
7. You all, for being willing to listen

Donation sites:
1. Pride Fund to End Gun Violence
2. BreakOUT!
3. FIERCE
4. TGIJP
5. Black and Pink


